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 There’s an old, old saying that goes, “Actions speak louder than words”, and it’s a saying that most of us learn the 
truth of before we even reach adulthood.  When there’s another kid at school who claims he’s our friend, but he’s always 
insulting us in front of other people when we’re around, gossiping about us when we’re not, doing everything he can to 
interfere with our romantic lives, and always too busy to hang out with us, we eventually realize he’s not our friend at all.   

This same principle applies with even greater force in the spiritual realm.  When God wants to measure our 
devotion to Him, He doesn’t look at our words.  He looks at our actions.  When we cry out “Lord, Lord!”, that doesn’t 
impress Him.  Instead, we must be actively engaged in doing His will if we want to please Him. 
 Obviously, the out-and-out hypocrite will never measure up to this standard.  However, God isn’t going to be any 
more pleased with those whom we might call “convenience Christians”.  A convenience Christian is a Christian who 
obeys God when obedience is easy.  He’s used to going to services on Sunday morning, so there he is, every first day of 
the week.  He doesn’t particularly want to cheat on his wife, so he doesn’t commit adultery.  However, when obedience is 
hard, the convenience Christian is nowhere to be found.  He knows that it might lead to some tense, unpleasant 
conversations if he tries to share his faith with those around him, so he keeps the gospel to himself.  He finds himself in a 
situation at work where telling the truth is going to embarrass him, so he lies instead.     
 One of the main themes of the book of Hebrews is that convenience Christianity isn’t good enough.  God 
expects us to be radically different from the world around us, even when that radical difference gets expensive.  Blending 
in might protect us in the short term, but it won’t make us like Jesus.  Let’s look at these ideas in Hebrews 13, Part 2.   
 
Spiritual Sacrifices 
 The Hebrews writer emphasizes this difference by discussing what we might think of as OUR ALTAR.  We read 
this discussion in Hebrews 13:10-13.  This context starts off with a confusing statement.  It tells us that we get to eat from 
a special altar from which the priests of the tabernacle didn’t get to eat.  However, the same change of law and covenant 
that abolished the tabernacle also abolished the animal sacrifices that were the center of tabernacle worship.  Nowhere in 
the New Testament do we read about Christians having anything to do with an altar in the worship of their Lord. 
 What’s actually going on here is that the writer is using this cryptic statement as the jumping-off point for one of 
his favorite pastimes—a comparison between the law of Moses and the law of Christ.  Once again, he invites us on a tour 
of Leviticus 15, the chapter that describes the sacrificial procedure on the Day of Atonement.  Here, though, he points to 
a hitherto-unexamined part of the process.  Once the high priest killed the sacrificial animals and brought their blood into 
the Holy of Holies to atone for the sins of the people committed in ignorance, the bodies of those sacrificial animals 
weren’t eaten as the priests ordinarily ate portions of the sacrificial animals.  They weren’t even consumed on the altar, as 
the priests did with the burnt offerings.  Instead, they were taken outside the camp entirely and burned there.  Because the 
animals were a sin offering, the Israelites had to remove them entirely if they wanted to be a holy people. 
 Just like those sin offerings were removed from the camp, so also Christ was crucified outside the gates of 
Jerusalem.  It was literally true that the Messiah suffered apart from His people, but it was also metaphorically true.  After 
all, the Jews rejected Jesus when they delivered Him over to be crucified.  However, that’s where the similarities end.  The 
Israelites were to have nothing to do with the bodies of the sin offerings, but every Christian is a sharer in the sacrifice of 
Christ.  When we partake of the Lord’s Supper, we are eating from a metaphorical altar that unbelievers cannot approach. 
 However, if we want to eat from that altar, we have to go where the sacrifice is—outside the camp.  We have to 
leave our place in the world and go to Jesus, even though that will cause us to be rejected like He was.  This would have 
been a stark choice for the Hebrews, because they knew that continuing as disciples of Christ would lead to formal 
rejection by the Jewish nation.  It can be just as stark for us.  This is the very opposite of convenience Christianity.  This is 
being willing to follow Jesus, even when that decision brings hostility from the world.  It’s being willing to proclaim the 
gospel even when people will hate us for it, being willing to tell the truth even when a lie would be ten times easier.  
Association with Jesus is an all-or-nothing proposition.  If we want His blessing, we must share His reproach. 
 We should be willing to do this because of where we seek OUR CITY.  Look with me at Hebrews 13:14.  We 
should be willing to leave the community of the unbelievers behind because their home is not our home.  Their focus is 
on this physical reality and its joys, but we know that everything that is a part of the physical creation will be destroyed, 
and that the joys this world has to offer can never satisfy.  The very reason why we are Christians is because we have 
understood all of that and said, “That’s not good enough.  I want more.”  Once we’ve made that initial determination, it’s 
only logical to leave our earthly situation behind and seek the city that is to come.  That might appear to be a great 
sacrifice, but in reality, even if we face persecution for our choice, we are still making the best choice for us forever.  



 Because of these things, the Hebrews writer encourages us to consider OUR SACRIFICES.  He defines them in 
Hebrews 13:15-16.  There are two main elements here:  the sacrifices of our lips and the sacrifices of our lives.  The first 
tells us what the New-Testament equivalent of all of the animal sacrifices in the Old Testament is.  Instead of offering 
God the fruit of our lands, like bulls and goats and grain, we are to offer him the fruit of our lips.  This fruit can be either 
spoken or sung, but it must come from the lips.  Instruments of music, no matter how expertly played, can never offer to 
God this sacrifice of praise.  We must take care to worship Him in the way that He has required. 
 Second, we offer sacrifices to Him when we do good and share.  We can’t claim to be disciples of Christ simply 
because we come to this building three times a week and make our way through the list of approved acts of worship.  
Instead, we show that we are truly His disciples when we walk as He walked.  Christ spent His entire life going about 
doing good, and He was so dedicated to sharing that He gave everything He had, even His own blood, to others.  Like 
Him, we must be constantly vigilant to bless the lives of those around us.  We should be the ones stopping to help the 
woman whose car has broken down.  We should be the ones to bring a meal to our co-worker who’s dealing with a family 
illness.  Nor should we do these things as a pretext for introducing others to the gospel.  We should do them because 
they’re right.  Even if our righteous conduct meets with ingratitude, we can be certain that doing good pleases God. 
 
Practical Christian Living. 
 However, our duty to others is not limited to good works.  Instead, God also expects to see OBEDIENCE out 
of us.  The Hebrews writer elaborates in Hebrews 13:17.  In our speech, we often use the term “leader” loosely to refer to 
any number of prominent men in a local congregation:  elders, deacons, or even preachers.  However, that’s not the way 
the term is used here.  This passage is clearly about elders and our responsibilities to them, because only the elder is 
charged with keeping watch over the souls of the flock.  Elders have been entrusted with this stewardship by God, and on 
the day of judgment, they are going to have to give an account of their stewardship to Him.   
 This is an awesome responsibility and a difficult work.  In turn, it is our responsibility to make our elders’ lives as 
easy as we can.  Obviously, we can’t follow them if they are leading us away from the Bible, but as long as they are 
confining themselves to the authority that Jesus has given them, we have the responsibility to obey and submit.  This is 
true even when we don’t agree with the decisions that they have made.  I might believe that the elders are giving too much 
slack to a brother who should have been withdrawn from months ago, but it’s not my place to question their judgment.  If 
we don’t willingly follow our godly leaders, not only does it hurt them, but it hurts us too. 
 We should also be devoted to PRAYER.  Look at the spin that the writer puts on this in Hebrews 13:18-19.  As 
we often see Paul and the other New Testament writers doing, the Hebrews writer here seeks the prayers of his brethren.  
Apparently, he has been imprisoned even though he has done nothing wrong, so he wants the Hebrews to appeal to God 
for his release.  Likewise, friends, we should covet the prayers of the other members of the congregation.  It never makes 
any sense to me when I see a Christian conceal his illness or his family struggles when he could be getting help from his 
brethren through prayer.  I think this comes from a misplaced sense of pride and self-sufficiency, that we start thinking we 
can get through our rough spots without one another and maybe even without God.  In reality, friends, we can’t make it 
on our own.  We need one another’s help and one another’s prayers.  Let’s be humble enough to get the help we need. 
 After his request for prayers, the Hebrews writer reciprocates by pronouncing a BLESSING of his own.  We 
read it in Hebrews 13:20-21.  This blessing starts with a reminder of God’s power.  We are the sheep; Jesus is the 
Shepherd.  Without Jesus, the flock of His people would be leaderless.  However, God ensured that we would have the 
leadership we need by bringing Jesus back from the dead through the power of the blood that He Himself shed. 
 This same God, who gave life to Jesus, can give us what we need as well.  He can equip us with everything we 
need to carry out His will.  This equipping process begins and ends with the word, which 2 Timothy 3 tells us leaves us 
fully equipped for every good work.  God adds to our equipment through the work of our brethren, who make the word 
alive in their lives.  Finally, when we take advantage of the promises of the word to seek spiritual blessing from God, He 
answers us in ways that only He can know and understand.  The result of this is to make us pleasing to Him.  All of this, 
of course, is only possible through Jesus, the Word made flesh, the firstborn among many brethren, and the mediator to 
our prayers.  Any success that we can attain in our spiritual lives is possible only through Him and glorifies Him. 
 Following this, the Hebrews writer concludes the book with some CLOSING REMARKS.  Let’s look together 
at them in Hebrews 13:22-25.  First of all, note that this epistle, one of the longest in the New Testament, is one that the 
Hebrews writer considers brief.  That makes me wonder if, like Paul, he had the knack of prolonging his message until 
midnight.  More seriously, we learn here that the writer has a close association with Timothy, and hopes to visit the 
Hebrews together with him.  We never see Timothy imprisoned in the book of Acts, which dates Hebrews to some point 
after the conclusion of that book, no earlier than 65 A.D.  Furthermore, when the writer speaks of messages from Italy, 
this implies that he himself is also in Italy, most likely imprisoned in Rome.  This means that the author could have been 
Paul, but it could also have been some other distinguished Christian swept up by the persecution of Nero.   


